V. NEWS AND VIEWS

News of a hundred years ago was not only slower in
getting about, but owing to the newspaper tax it
was much more expensive. Edmund Yates' experience
must have been common enough: 'There was', he writes
'no penny press in those days, and the finances of the
grandpaternal establishment would not run to a highly
priced daily paper. The old gentleman used to console
himself with the Morning Advertiser-, which was 'lent"
from the adjacent Tally-ho Tavern, and came round
with the early dinner beer.' Papers could also be read
in the coffee houses for the price of a cup of coffee, and
Disraeli has described the glowering faces surrounding
the man who kept the paper everybody wanted to read.
In the country villages and amongst poorer classes in the
towns there was of course a high percentage of illiteracy;
a well-known illustration shows the Coronation number
of the Sun arriving in the village with only one man
who could read it. Country people got their news by
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